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A carefully executed quantitative study of the Russian governmnent’s attempts 
to censor or influence its domestic online information ecosystem 

Seeks to identify “what types of information dictators prioritize when it comes 
to censorship and propaganda”

- Answer = culture, history and politics

Target = Wikipedia : strategic informational resource (as is + other uses) ; 
resilient to censorship or manipulation (duplicated as Ruwiki, then modified)

 Great descriptive paper 

+ Reads like a CS paper (descriptive studies are underrated in economics)

- Relatively ad-hoc (what theoretical implications, or generalizability ?) 

What the paper does
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Well (but fast) written : no hide and seek (and no literature)

A few typos (Wikipedia is not best described as a crowd-sourcing platform, 
MediaWiki does not host Wikipedia…)

Analysis of deleted articles (thematic censorship) :

- Details on human coding procedures ? 

- Why not rely on, e.g., Wikipedia category tags to extract the most common 
themes across deleted articles ? 

Section 1 (documents editing activity across Wikipedia and Ruwiki) feels like a 
validity check… or the beginning of another paper !

Few tweaks
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Moving forward?
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Moving forward?
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Moving forward?
 

   

No (de)motivating effect of Ruwiki’s introduction on existing Wp contributors ? 
(Would be interesting to zoom in…)  
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Paper identifies 2,385 Wp articles deleted from and 134,060 Wp articles 
modified in Ruwiki

From sample of modified articles : 28,118 Wp articles were ‘heavily edited’

Leverage this set of target Wp articles : shift focus from description of Ruwiki 
deletions /edits to impact of Ruwiki ‘treatment’ on Wp as a distributed 
information production ecosystem 

Two potential treatment times ?

- May 2023 : introduction of Ruwiki (anticipated?)

- August 2023 : Ruwiki opens up to public contributions

Moving forward? 
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Moving forward? 
 

   

- Wikipedia achieves NPOV by aggregating / synthetizing many different viewpoints
- Works best for highly controversial AND popular topics   
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Moving forward? 
 

   

- In this convergence process :
(i)   many radical editors leave the conversation

    (ii)  remaining editors see their viewpoints converge
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Wikipedia is difficult/costly to manipulate directly :

Can governments rely on indirect attack strategies to affect distributed / 
participatory information systems’ ability to attract contributors, develop 
high quality content, and retain users ? (OpenStreetMap vs. Google story)

Here : how did the introduction of Ruwiki impact Wikipedia as an information 
ecosystem ?

1. Supply side : did Ruwiki impact Wp’s ability to reach NPOV ? 

(i)   Input : total number of edits to target Wp articles ; number + 
ideological composition of editors contributing to these target articles 
(deleted or modified on Ruwiki) 

(ii)  Output : evolution of political / ideological slant of target Wp articles 
(deleted or modified on Ruwiki) 

(iii) Production cost : frequence of ‘edit wars’ between editors ?

2. Demand side : did Ruwiki affect the demand for information ?

(i)   Wp page views 

Moving forward? 
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jerome.hergueux@gess.ethz.ch

Thank you :) 
 

   

« Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given 
free access to the sum of all human knowledge. 

That’s what we’re doing. »   


